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Old Northampton County * 


When an American community reaches an anniversary of 
such dignity as its Two Hundredth, it is altogether fitting and 
proper that part of its celebration should be a review of its past. 
Northampton County, Pennsylvania was established in 1752, and 
so the time to review its past has come. This has been done in 
various ways and on various occasions during this anniversary 
year, but on this occasion, when the County Historical Society 
has as its guests representatives of the Societies of its related 
Counties, it has been deemed appropriate in this review to dwell 
particularly on the period when we were all one great big 
County of 5321 square miles constituting one-ninth of the area 
of the whole Penn Colony, which historians began at an early 

date to call “Old Northampton County”. 


The era of Old Northampton County was preceded by a 
period of seventy years during which it constituted the upper 
part of Bucks County. It was succeeded by a period of seventy- 
one years of dismemberment during which ten modern counties 
were carved directly or indirectly from Old Northampton: Le- 
high, Carbon, Monroe, Luzerne, Lackawanna, Wayne, Pike, 
Sullivan, Wyoming and Susquehanna, and parts of four others: 
Schuylkill, Columbia, Lycoming and Bradford, leaving to the 
parent of them all but 372 square miles. 


Thus we have the three parts into which nearly everything 
can be divided. , 


Before the County was Formed 


The first period started when Charles the Second made his 
grant to William Penn. With the grant of the land went the 
authority to Penn and his heirs to govern it. Penn’s knowledge 
of local government came thru his familiarity with the English 
shire, so, on that general pattern, Penn, on the first visit to his 


* Paper presented by David B. Skillman at a special convocation of the 
Northampton County Historical and Genealogical Society, held October 11, 
1952, in observance of the Two-hundredth Anniversary of the establishment 
of the County. 








colony, in 1682, established three original Counties: Philadel- 
phia, Chester and Bucks. ‘Their respective boundaries came to 
a rather sharp focus in the southeastern part of Pennsylvania, 
but to the northeast, north and northwest, they fanned out in- 
definitely. No new county was created for forty-seven years. 
Lancaster was the first. It was taken from Chester in 1729. 
From it, in turn, York was taken three years later, and again 
trom) Lancaster’s vast original area, Cumberland County, em- 
bracing most of the central and western part of the Province was 
taken in 1750. 


Then, on the same day, March 11, 1752, the day we are 
commemorating, two new counties were formed by separate Acts 
of Assembly: our own Northampton and Berks — twin sisters, as 
it were. Northampton, as stated before, came wholly out of 
Bucks. Berks was made up of parts of Philadelphia, Chester and 
Lancaster. 


We are first concerned with developments in Upper Bucks 
County during the seventy years preceding the time when it be- 
came Old Northampton. Originally, of course, it had been occu- 
pied by Indians. For the most part they were Lenni-Lenapes, 
usually called Delawares by the white men. They were of Algon- 
quin stock and subservient to the Iroquois nations of New York. 
The first white man to enter what became Old Northampton 
County, so far as we know, was Etienne Brulé, a Frenchman, 
scout for Samuel de Champlain, a depraved and notorious char- 
acter who came down from Canada in 1615 and went southward, 
via the Susquehanna River, all the way to Chesapeake Bay. In 
so doing, he passed thru much of the original County. 


‘There doubtless were other traders and trappers whose pres- 
ence in Upper Bucks is unrecorded. But we do know that in 
approximately 1650 the Dutch came east from the Hudson Val- 
ley into the Delaware Valley and opened a copper mine on the 
north side of the Blue Ridge opposite modern Shawnee. They 
built a road from there to Esopus (ancient name for Kingston, 
New York) known as the “Old Mine Road”, 


This road at least pointed the way for the first permanent 
settlement in what became the Old County. ‘This first settlement 
did not prow out of those established by Penn in Lower Bucks 
County and the lower Delaware Valley, as would naturally be 
anticipated. It was made by French Hugenots and Dutch who 
came west from the Hudson Valley and settled in the Minisink, 
which was the name ascribed tor many years to land north of 











the Blue Ridge. ‘The vicinity of Shawnee-on-the-Delaware will 
identify the location of this settlement for modern readers. 
There is persuasive evidence that these settlers began to arrive 
in 1710, or even earlier, but no satisfactory proof that it occurred 
prior to 1725. ‘This proof is a written instrument wherein In- 
dians granted three thousand acres on the west shore of the 
Delaware River to Nicholas Depui. : | 

From that date on there was a steadily increasing immigra- 
tion into this upper part of Bucks County. There were the so 
called [rish Settlements. ‘The first, called Craigs, in what 1s 
now East Allen Vownship, Northampton County, in 1728, and 
another two years later known as “Hunter’s” along the Delaware 
River south of the site of modern Portland. In 1740 the Mor 
avian settlements were started. “They were made at Bethlehem 
and Nazareth in today’s Northampton County and at Gnaden. 
hutten on the Lehigh River, at the site of today’s South Lehigh. 
ton, in Carbon County, where they established a Mission for 
converted Indians. 


These were the original settlements in what became Old 
Northampton County which for one reason or another have been 
noted by history. Most of the original settlements in this region, 
however, were made by individual immigrants, cr little groups 
of them, whose arrivals history has not noticed. Most of those 
who settled south of the Blue Ridge came as part of the great 
cighteenth century emigration from the Palatinate or lower 
Rhine Valley, which q@eated the sturdy vace which has come to 
be known as Pennsylvania German. 

It was the sale of lands by the Proprietors to so many indt- 
vidual settlers in this region without first acquiring the Indian 
title that led to the scheme referred to in history as the “Walking 
Purchase”. It was perpetrated in September 1737. Its details 
cannot be discussed here, but it is interesting to note in passing 
that the so-called “purchase” included all of the present North- 
ampton County, and a nick out of Lehigh, a big chunk of Car- 
bon, almost all of Monroe, and well over half of Pike. This 
purchase, and the expulsion of the Indians in 1742 from at least 
the part of it that lay south of the Blue Ridge Mountains, greatly 
stimulated settlements within the region, because after these 
events the Proprietors could sell land with assurance that the 
sale included the Indian as well as the proprictary title, and 
that settlers would not be molested by resentful Indians. 


In the decade that followed the cxpulsion of Indians, the 
increase of the white population aan be clearly observed: in ap: 








lications that were made to the Bucks County Court for the 
itablishment of townships. Eight of them were established be- 
sre their areas became part of Northampton County. One of 
1em was in modern Monroe County. Smithfield was its namc. 
t included those first settlements in the Shawnee region, to 
hich reference has been made. Three of the Bucks County 
ywnships were within what is today Lehigh County: Upper 
{ilford, Upper Saucon and Macungie, whose names but not 
rhose original boundaries persist among Lehigh County town- 
hips today. In the area which is now Northampton County, 
tucks County had established four townships prior to 1752: 
ower Saucon, Bethlehem, Allen and Williams. 


It is estimated that within these organized townships and in 
he unorganized areas of what was known as Upper Bucks 
‘ounty, the population by 1752 had grown to somewhere be- 
ween four and six thousand persons. For all of them it was a 
ong and very difficult journey to the Bucks county-seat at New- 
own. Their need for the legal facilities of a county-seat was 
rowing greater. They were acquiring community consciousness. 
They wanted a county of their own, But a statute establishing 
t new county was not to be had for the asking. (‘Phe inhabitants 
of Berks County struggled fourteen years for theirs.) It required 
dolitical support in the Assembly. “The long and very involved 
itory of how the sons of William Penn became opponents of 
their fathers’ associates, the Quakers, cannot be told here. But 
suffice it to say that the Penns were convinced that by creating 
two new counties from the northern reaches of the original 
counties they could increase their strength in the Assembly. And 
besides, the Proprietors could sell building lots wherever a 
county-seat was established. So, to prepare for the events which 
the Proprietors were sure would occur, they employed William 
Parsons to lay out the town of Reading, on the Schuylkill River 
in 1748 and then to travel eastward in May 1750 to the con- 
fluence of the Rivers Delaware and Lehigh and there make a 
preliminary survey for another county-scat. 


And so with the support of the Proprietory party, the Pro- 
vincial Assembly granted the petitions of the inhabitants and 
adopted the Acts creating the Counties of Northampton and 
Berks, and Lieutenant Governor James Hamilton signed them 
both on the same day, March II, 1752. 


This event gave birth to Old Northampton County, the vast 
region stretching away from below the Lehigh River to the New 
York border and from the Delaware to and in places beyond the 











Susquehanna. Most of the inhabitants were disgruntled because 
the county-seat was located at an uninhabited spot in the extreme 
southeast corner of the county which Thomas Penn had said 
should be named Easton in honor of the home of his recently- 
acquired father-in-law, Lord Pomfret, at Easton-Neston in North- 
amptonshire, England. This inconvenient Spot was not only the 
county-seat, but it was the only place in the whole northeastern 
quarter of the colony at which to cast a vote. At the first elec- 
tion, which was held on October 1, 1752, the voters elected to 
the Provincial Assembly, James Burnsides, a Moravian, who ran 
on the Quaker ticket, instead of William Parsons, the Proprietary 
candidate. This result was doubtless, in part, a protest against 
the unpopular location of the county-seat. 


The Era of the Old County 


The era of the Old Northampton County, i. e., the period 
during which its original area remained intact, lasted from the 
establishment in 1752 until the separation of Northumberland 
County in 1772. ‘Vhis period was the most bloody and tragic 
which the region has ever experienced. It is the only period 
which witnessed actual warfare and bloodshed within its borders. 
Its principal events were: the Indian YVroubles, or French and 
Indian Wars (1755-1763); the seven Indian Treaty Conferences 
held in Easton between 1756 and 1762, and the first phase of the 
Yankee-Pennymite War (1769-1771). 


Our late President, A. Dwight Chidsey, has written skillfully 
of the Indian ‘Treatics and also of events in Easton during the 
French and Indian War. But this latter subject has not been 
covered comprehensively, so far as I know, from the aspect of 
Old Northampton County, i. e., to relate as a whole and connect 
the events which transpired during the French and Indian War 
in the parts of Old Northampton which are now Carbon, Lehigh, 
Monroe and modern Northampton Counties. And while there 
is extensive literature on the Yankee-Pennymite Wars, the sub- 
ject has never been written, again, so far as I know, from the 
Northampton County point of view, and this should certainly 
be done. But this is no place for it. ) 


Nevertheless, since our subject is Old Northampton County, 
it must include brief reference to these events which were of such 
vital importance to the Northampton Countians of those days. 


Krom the time of their first setthement, the Dutch and 
Hugenots in the Minisink, the Scotch-Irish along the Delaware 











and farther west, the Moravians at Bethlehem and Nazareth, and 
the Pennsylvania Dutch scattered thru the regio: south of the 
Blue Ridge had lived at peace with the Red Mcn. The great 
missionary, David Brainerd, had moved thru the forests carrying 
to them the Gospel of Peace. Count Zinzendorf had traveled 
among them extensively during his sojourn in America. John 
Valentine Haidt, the Moravian, artist missionary, whose works 
are even today receiving wide recognition, preached to the In- 
dians the life of Christ through his wonderful paintings. At 
Gnadenhutten, the Moravians were ministering to five hundred 
Indians. 


In opposition to these influences for Christianity and good 
Indian relations, was the rancor engendered in the hearts of the 
aboriginies by the Walking Purchase and the expulsion of the 
Delawares from the Forks by the Lfroquois at the instigation of 
the Proprietors in 1742. The French were ever active in turning 
the Indians against the Enelish settlers. Braddock’s defeat at 
Fort Duquesne in July 1755 indicated to the Indians that it was 
time to get on the French band-wagon, and so tor Old North- 
ampton County, the Indian troubles were precipitated by a de- 
scent on Gnadenhutten on the night of November 24th, in 1755. 
Eleven of the white inhabitants were murdered and the buildings 
burned. | ; 


With this first blow, Bethlehem, Nazareth, the Irish settle- 
ments, and Easton trembled in terror and called frantically for 
help to the Assembly in Philadelphia. As soon as red tape per- 
mitted, Benjamin Franklin, as chairman of a Coinmittee of 
_ Safety, hurried to Bethichem with a small contingent of militia 
and military supplies. But finding that town tolerably well pre- 
pared, he moved on to Easton, which was totally unprepared. 
He spent ten days outlining the defenses for the region .and 
visiting with William Parsons, who had long been his friend. 
From Easton he went on to lay out a long line of frontier forts. 
Perhaps as a result of these defensive measures, none of the cen- 
ters of population — Bethlehem, Easton, Nazareth, Swoudsburg — 
were attacked, but of the isolated settlers in what became Carbon 
and Lehigh Counties, modern Northampton and southern Mon- 
roe, hundreds were slain or captured and their homes and prop- 
erty destroyed during those terror-filled days and nights of the 
French and Indian War. 

It was in the July following the Gnadenhutten massacre 


that the first of the Indian treaties was held in Easton. They 
were desipned to settle many points of controversy between the 








Red Men and the Whites. Easton's chiet claim to fame in the 
Colonial period lies in being the place where the Indian Treaties 
were held. Many of the important figures in Pennsylvania col- 
onial history were there, and Easton complaincd much of the 
crowds of drunken Indians. | 


It may have been noted that altho it has been said re- 
peatedly that Old Northampton County extended all the way 
to the New York border, no reference has been made to any 
settlement north of Smithfield “Vownship, which lay immediately 
north of the Blue Ridge. This is because there is no record ot 
any permanent settlement in this region for years after the estab- 
lishment of the County. For this there are a number of reasons. 
‘The terrain and climate between Smithfield “Township and the 
Wyoming Valley were rough and uninviting, not only to settlers 
but even to explorers. Immediately north of the township lay 
the Pocono Mountains. Beyond thei crests lay the Pocono 
Plateau whose characteristics are indicated on early maps by the | 
words “Great Dismal Swamp” or “Shades of Death”. Beyond 
that on those early maps are words equally discouraging to set- 
Uers and travellers ~ “Endless Mountains”. Beyond these lay the 
beautiful and fruittul Wyoming Valley. But to this valley the 
Indians from the Forks of the Delaware had been sent by the 
Iroquois in 1742. Settlers under the Penns would naturally come 
from the South, most of them having landed in Philadelphia. 
They found in the southern part of Old Northampton County 
an abundance of fertile land for scttlement, so why go farther? 
And so it was that the vast northern reaches of the Old County 
lay silent and empty for the first five years after its establishment. 


Then, in. 1757, the sound of the white man’s ax was heard 
far up on the Delaware River, at a point near modern Damascus 
in Wayne County. It was swung by one Daniel Skinner. He 
had not come northwardly from Philadelphia, nor had he se- 
cured his grant from the Penns. Like the first settlers in the 
County, he had come from the East. He and his sons, and some 
others came in total ignorance, or total disregard of the rights 
of the Penns in the land west of the Delaware. “Vhey came on a 
grant which they considered perfectly valid. It arose in this way: 
when Charles JI issued a royal charter to the Connecticut 
Colony, 1662, he described the land granted as having the width, 
nerth and south, which the State of Connecticut stall has; but 
he stated. its east-west dimension as extending from the Atlantic 
Ocean to the “South Sea’, which in those days meant the Pacific 
Ocean ‘Thus Charles pave to Connecticut a siarip of land: ol 














the width of one degree of latitude clear across the continent. 
It was the degree between the 41st and 42nd paraliels. Twenty 
years later, Charles, thru ignorance or indifference, included this 
same strip in his grant to William. Penn. And thus Charles 
sowed the seeds of controversy which nearly a century later de- 
veloped into civil war in Northampton County, for the grant 
to Connecticut included all of Old Northampton County north 
of Stroudsburg. | 


The Connecticut Colony did nothing about the land it 
claimed west of the Delaware until a year after Pennsylvania had 
included it in a new county and then, in 1753, Connecticut 
granted a large tract of it to each of two companies which had 
been formed to exploit and settle the territory. “the names of 
these companies, Susquehanna and Delaware, indicate generally 
the areas granted to each. Each of these companies, as a step 
preliminary to exploitation, acquired from the Iroquois, the In- 
dian titles. It was on a grant from the Delaware Company that 
Daniel Skinner and his associates moved as the first recorded 
settlers in the northern part of the Old County. On learning 
of this entry upon land which had been granted to the Penns, 
their American representative, Richard Peters, in September 
1760, called on Lewis Gordon, Northampton County's first law- 
yer, and the Sheriff and two of the County's Justices of the Peace 
to go to the settlement and inform the inhabitants that they were 
trespassers and demand that they leave forthwith. Gordon's re- 
port on the visit concludes with the statement that the inhabi- 
tants would rely on the validity of their Connecticut titles until 
a contrary decision was made by a higher authority than the 
officials of Northampton County. 


For some years thereatter the controversy was carried on 
thru proclamation and correspondence between the executives — 
of the contending colonies. While this was going cn, the Conn- 
ecticut Susquehanna Company opened up the beautiful Wyom- 
ing Valley and took aggressive measures to settle it. Then, in 
February 1769, the contest assumed a graver aspect. John Jen- 
nings, Northampton’s Sheriff, appeared in Wyoming, in the 
vicinity of Wilkes-Barre, arrested as trespassers and brought back 
over the wintry mountains and half frozen swamps to the log 
jail on South Third Street in Easton thirty of the Connecticut 
settlers. 


Over a hundred years ago Charles Miner, who came from 
Connecticut into Pennsylvania soon after the strife subsided, in 
his “History of Wyoming” wrote fascinatingly the history of this 














northern part of Old Northampton County and of the civil war 
that raged there for nearly twenty years, except for the period ol 
the Revolution, during which the region was involved in the 
Wyoming massacre and Sullivan's punative expedition. Mr. 
Miner tells how the imprisonment of Connecticut settlers in 
Easton occurred again and again; how the State of Connecticut 
created a full-fledged County named Westmoreland within the 
boundaries of Pennsylvania’s Northampton County; how, when 
the civil process of arrest for trespass failed, Northampton County 
repeatedly sent county militia, once four hundred strong, who 
waged. actual warfare with these settlers from Connecticut. 


Very shortly after the surrender of Cornwallis, the States 
submitted their controversy to a court made up of gentlemen 
‘from other states mutually agreed upon. This court sat in ‘Tren- 
ton, New Jersey, and on December 30, 1782 decided that Penn- 
sylvania had jurisdiction over the territory in question. 


But, unfortunately, no decision was made as to the citizen- 
ship of the Connecticut settlers remaining on Pennsylvania soil, 
nor as to whether Connecticut titles to their homes were valid 
in Pennsylvania. They were left thus as men without a country 
and without knowing whether they owned their property or not. 
The war broke out again. Again there were expulsions, im- 
prisonments, house-burnings, pitched battles and guerilla war- 
fare. Finally, with the recently uttered phrases of the Declara- 
tion of Independence still ringing in their ears, the Connecticut 
settlers resolved to make of their Connecticut County of West- 
moreland a free and independent State — neither Pennsylvania 
nor Connecticut. Vhe old hero, Ethan Allen, came to Wilkes- 
Barre prepared to reactivate his Green Mountain Boys for this 


new war for independence. 49 ry 9882 
a ay hes! 


But just at this point the Pennsylvania Legislature did a 
very intelligent thing; it created of the Wyoming region a new 
Pennsylvania County and called it Luzerne, and extended to all 
of the inhabitants the right to vote for county officers and repre- 
sentatives in the Legislature. “The Yankees were quick to sec 
that by reason of their numbers, they would dominate the new 
County and thus acquire self-government by peaceful means. 
They flocked to the Pennsylvania polls at the first Luzerne 
County election on February Ist, 1787 and elected all their own 
officers. Shortly thereafter the Pennsylvania Legislature adopted 
an Act confirming the Connecticut ttles to real estate and thus 
Northampton County’s long civil war came to a rather abrupt 
end because suddenly there remained nothing to fight about. 








Dismemberment 


[t was this civil strife that started the dismemberment of the 
Old County. “The process continued, as I have said, for seventy- 
one years, und it left our county little larger than some town- 
ships it once possessed. The carving started in the northwest 
when fully half of the original Northampton County was severed 
to make up Northumberland. It was done by an Act adopted 
in March 1772. Lancaster, Cumberland, Berks, and even distant 
Bedford, also contributed to its vast domain. From Northamp- 
ton, roughly speaking, it took all the land west of modern Waync 
and north of modern Carbon County. This included the very 
land which Northampton County was seeking to retain title for 
Pennsylvania. The preamble to the Act of Assembly creating 
the county states that it was created on the application of a great 
number of the inhabitants of Berks and Bedford counties. No 
mention is made of the inhabitants of the three other counties 
from which the territory of Northumberland was derived. This 
fact and other circumstances give rise to the suspicion that the 
real purpose for the founding of a new county and including 
in it the territory in dispute, was to provide the Proprietors with 
an additional county government with which to fight the Yankees 
in Wyoming. “The county-seat was fixed at Fort Augusta, which 
had been built at the junction of the North and West Branches 
of the Susquehanna early in the French and Indian War. This 
junction was earlier the famous Indian settlement of Shamokin 
(not to be confused with the modern town of that name). It is 
today the city of Sunbury. We find that after the establishment 
of the new County, the Sheriff of Northumberland went into 
Wyoming and brought: Yankees back to Fort Augusta as pris- 
oners just as the Northampton County Sheriff had done from 
time to time during the previous three years. Likewise, Fort 
Augusta became the starting point for expeditions of  imilitia 
just as Easton had been. It is interesting to note, however, that 
eyen tho Pennsylvania transferred the Wyoming territory from 
the Old County of Northampton to the new County of North- 
umberland, the Old County stayed right in the war. North- 
ampton militia still invaded Wyoming from time to time and 
prisoners were still taken back to Easton. 


It was out of the part of Northampton County that had 
been incorporated into Northumberland, that Luzerne was taken 
in 1786 as stated above. From this same region were successively 
taken Susquehanna County (1810), Wyoming (1842), Sullivan - 
(1847), and Lackawanna (1878), all of which tad Tan onpinally 





wholly within Old Northampton. ‘These counties, being fgura- 
tively the daughters of our eldest daughter, Northumberland, 
can be considered the grand-daughters of Old Northampton. 
Northumberland also gave up to Lycoming (1795), Bradford 
(1810), Columbia (1813), parts of land which she had derived 
from her mother-county, Northampton. So freely was the orig- 
inal Northumberland County allocated to new counties that not 
a square foot of the modern county Hes within the part that was 
originally derived {rom Northampton. 


After the separation of Northumberland, it was twenty-four 
years before Northampton County experienced any more shrink- 
age. Then, in 1796, as the result of a petiuon of the inhabitants 
of the region, the whole northeastern extension of the Old 
County was detached to form the County named for “Mad 
Anthony” Wayne. It was not just the Wayne County of today, 
but it included all of modern Pike County, which was then 
Northampton’s huge township of Upper Smithfield, and a slice 
of what now is northeastern Monroe County. Pike was separated 
from Wayne, taking with it Wayne’s strip of Monroe in 1814. 
This sequence makes Pike another of Northampton’s grand- 
daughters. 


In 1811 and 1812 the legislative carving knife was applied 
to the opposite side of the Old County — the southwest. In 1811 
two rather recently created Northampton County townships, 
named Rush and West Penn, were taken, together with areas 
from Berks, Columbia and Luzerne Counties, to form a new 
county — Schuylkill. “Vhe town of Vamauqua lies within the 
area taken from Northampton. In the next year an Act of As- 
sembly separated from the Old County the part, which from the 
beginning, sixty years before, had been most closely associated 
with the county-seat arca of aston and Bethlehem, Of the ex- 
treme southwestern corner of the Old County, the Legislature 
created our esteemed daughter-county of Lehigh. Within its 
area tvelve Northampton County townships had been estab- 
lished. Vhe land for the most part was ferule. “The population 
had grown rapidly and was prosperous. It was a long way on 
foot or horseback from any part of it to the county-seat at 
Easton. So the Legislature had valid reasons for the s¢paration. 


Another twenty-lour year interval and the Old County lost 
that part where white men had first settled, the classic Minisink. 
It was in 1836 that the seven Northampton County townships 
north of the Blue Mountuns and three townships of lower Pike 








County were taken to form Monroe, our daughter-county to the 
north. 


The discovery of coal along the Upper Lehigh and the com- 
pletion of the Lehigh Canal, providing transportation to mar- 
kets, and the building of several short railroad lines, had brought 
great prosperity to what was then the northwestern section of 
Northampton County. ‘This section developed separate-com- 
munity-consciousness and pride. It wanted to be a county of its 
own and so in 1843 Old Northampton County, with a small con- 
tribution from Monroe, yielded the Carbon County of today and 
Mauch Chunk became the twelfth county-seat to be created with- 
in the confines or along the border of the Old Northampton 
County. 


During this period of dismemberment, the Old County was 
reduced to one-fourteenth of its original size. 


Originally, under its soil lay nearly every ton of anthracite 
coal known to exist in the world. The shrunken county of today 
hasn't a pound of it. But within the small remnant of the Old 
County that has been left to us, we have in thirty miles along 
our northern boundary, the greatest single slate-producing region 
in the world. Slightly south of the slate belt and roughly par- 
allel to it, since time immemorial, has lain a vast deposit of 
limestone. Over this deposit has developed, in our county and 
Lehigh, the highest concentration of the cement manufacturing 
industry in the world. In the southwest corner of what is left 
of our county, a tiny iron foundry built to use Northampton 
County ore was built ninety years ago. Today it is known 
throughout the world as the Bethlehem Steel Company. Within 
our reduced area is cultural as well as material wealth. We have 
the oldest Protestant school for girls in America, Moravian Sem- 
inary & College for Women, established in 1749. And three 
other educational institutions of collegiate grade — Lafayette, 
Lehigh, and Moravian. For our many blessings and our rich 
heritage we are grateful to our Creator as we pause on our 
Two Hundredth Cpninpeary to look back over the years that 
are past. 
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